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ANNUAL  REPORT 


OF  THE 

Medical  Officer  of  Health 

For  the  j ear  1 9 S ^ 


To  the  Chairman  and  Members  of  the  Rural  District  Council. 

Mr.  Chairman  and  Gentlemen, 

I have  the  honour  to  present  to  you  the  Annual  Report 
of  the  Medical  Officer  of  Health  for  the  year  1956. 

The  general  health  of  the  Rural  District  has  been  satis- 
factory. Vital  statistics  show  no  great  variation  from  last 
year.  The  Birth  Rate  was  rather  higher,  rising  from  14.3 
per  thousand  to  17.8  : and  the  Death  Rate  was  slightly  higher 
rising  from  9.9  per  thousand  to  ii.i.  Neither  of  these  rises 
is  large  enough  to  be  of  any  significance. 

There  was  one  death  in  childbirth  during  the  year  and 
this  one  death  raises  the  Maternal  Mortality  rate  to  3.85  per 
1,000  live  births  against  “ Nil  ” last  year.  When  dealing  in 
small  figures  one  more  or  less  can  make  what  seems  a dis- 
proportionate variation  in  the  “ rate  ” figure.  The  Infant 
Mortality  rate  with  one  less  infant  death  to  report  fell  from 
29  to  24.  It  is  of  interest  to  note  that  three  of  these  six 
deaths  occurred  in  the  neonatal  period — that  is  between  birth 
and  one  month  old. 

The  leading  cause  of  death  was  the  degenerative  changes 
of  heart  and  blood  vessels.  This  is  not  surprising  in  a district 
where  on  the  whole  the  population  lives  well  on  towards  the 
“ three  score  years  and  ten  ” and  some  older. 

In  the  realm  of  Infectious  Disease  I stated  in  the  1955 
report  that  that  year  had  been  a measles  year.  Measles  tends 
to  be  prevalent  in  any  given  district  in  a two-yearly  cycle, 
and  we  would  have  expected  a visitation  again  in  1957.  This 
however,  came  before  its  time  at  the  latter  end  of  October, 

1956.  Between  then  and  the  close  of  the  year  there  was  a 
considerable  outbreak  in  the  area  and'  I understand  quite  a 
number  of  scholars  missed  school  Christmas  parties  for  this 
reason,  260  cases  in  all  were  reported  in  the  district. 
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Scarlet  Fever  (56)  and  Whooping  Cough  (27)  were  the 
next  most  numerous  infections.  Scarlet  Fever  has  become  a 
much  milder  disease  latterly  and  in  the  majority  of  cases  is 
nursed  at  home.  Whooping  Cough  on  the  other  hand  re- 
mains a distressing  complaint  for  any  child  and  indeed  also 
for  mother  and  others  who  have  to  look  after  the  patient. 
With  Whooping  Cough  immunisation  now  available  and 
improved  material  available  for  injection,  we  hope  to  see  this 
infection  reduced  both  in  incidence  and  intensity. 

The  Whooping  Cough  immunisation  injections  are  prob- 
ably better  given  earlier  in  life  than  those  for  Diphtheria,  and 
this  is  a point  against  the  combined  injection  given  at  7-8 
months.  Against  this  is  the  factor  of  more  injections  in- 
volved in  giving  the  two  separately. 

I have  accompanied  the  Public  Health  Inspector  in  the 
inspection  of  unsatisfactory  housing.  A number  of  individual 
representations  have  been  made  for  closure  and  demolition 
orders,  and  at  the  end  of  the  year  a Ministry  of  Health  Enquiry 
brought  to  a satisfactory  conclusion  the  first  post-war  move 
for  a clearance  area — that  in  Whitworth  Street. 

My  thanks  are  due  to  all  my  co-workers  in  the  Health 
Department  for  willing  co-operation  and  help  in  discharge  of 
my  duties,  also  to  the  Clerk  and  members  of  the  Health 


Committee. 

GENERAL  STATISTICS 

Area  (in  acres) 33,264 

Population  ...  ...  ...  ...  ...  ...  17,640 

Number  of  inhabited  houses  (at  end  of  1956)  ...  3,638 

Rateable  value  at  1.4.56  ...  ...  £148,081 

Amount  produced  by  a penny  rate  ...  ...  ...  £670 


VITAL  STATISTICS 


Births 

Two  hundred  and  fifty-four  Births,  132  male  and  122 
female  were  registered  during  the  year.  The  birth  rate  of 
17.8  compares  with  the  rate  of  14.3  per  1,000  in  1955.  Eight 
of  the  births  were  illegitimate. 
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Stillbirths 

There  were  four  female  and  two  male  stillbirths  during 
the  year,  making  a stillbirth  rate  of  23  per  1,000  total  live  and 
stillbirths  compared  with  a rate  of  12  per  1,000  in  1955. 

Deaths 

One  hundred  and  fifty-eight  deaths,  67  male  and  91 
female  were  registered  during  the  year.  The  death  rate  at 
1 1. 1 per  1,000  compares  with  a death  rate  of  9.9  per  1,000 

in  1955. 

Infantile  Mortality 

Three  deaths  of  infants  under  four  weeks  of  age  and  six 
deaths  of  infants  under  one  year  of  age  occurred.  The 
infantile  mortality  rate  was  24  compared  with  29  in  1955. 

Deaths  from  Diarrhoea  and  Enteritis  under 

TWO  YEARS  OF  AGE  Nil. 

Maternal  Mortality — Rate  per  1,000  live  births  3.85 
Deaths  from  Tuberculosis,  all  ages.  Respiratory  i 
,,  „ ,,  ,,  ,,  OTHER  ...  Nil. 

Deaths  from  Cancer  17 

CAUSES  OF  DEATH 

The  table  below  shows  the  causes  of  death  of  Rural 
District  residents  in  1956  : — 

Cause  of  Death 
Tuberculosis  (Respiratory) 

Tuberculosis  (Other) 

Cancer  of  stomach 

,,  respiratory  tract 

„ breast 

„ all  other  sites  ... 

Vascular  lesions  

Heart  Disease  

Other  circulatory  diseases 

Influenza 

Pneumonia 


Male  Female  Total 


I — I 

I I 2 

I — I 

8 6 14 

5 12  17 

17  3 20 

5 12  17 

— 55 
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Cause  of  Death 

Bronchitis  

Other  diseases  of  respiratory  system 
Ulcer  of  stomach  and  duodenum 

Gastric  Enteritis 

Congenital  malformations 
Nephritis  and  Nephrosis  ... 

Other  defined  and  ill-defined  diseases 
Pregnancy  Childbirth 
Motor  vehicle  accidents  ... 

All  other  accidents  

Suicide  


Male  Female  Total 


336 

3—3 

3—3 

— 22 

I — I 

4 I 5 

9 20  29 

— II 

4 I 5 

123 
I I 2 


67  91  158 


The  chief  causes  of  death  amongst  residents  in  the  Rural 
District  as  shown  by  the  above  table  was  : Heart  Disease  41, 
Respiratory  Disease  14,  Cancer  17,  Vascular  and  other 
circulatory  diseases  34. 

The  number  of  deaths  from  heart  vascular  and  circulatory 
diseases  combined  at  54  were  almost  one  third  the  total  deaths 
and  deaths  from  cancer  amount  to  approximately  one  ninth 
of  the  total  deaths. 

The  table  below  shows  comparisons  for  the  years  1952-56 
between  birth  and  death  rates  in  England  and  Wales  : — 

England  and  Fylde  Rural 

Wales  District 


Year 

Births 

Deaths 

Births 

Deaths 

1952 

15.3 

11.3 

12.8 

8.9 

^953 

15.5 

11.4 

10.9 

12.6 

1954 

... 

15.2 

11.3 

12.4 

9.2 

1955 

15.0 

11.7 

14-3 

9-9 

1956 

15.7 

11.7 

17.8 

II. I 
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GENERAL  PROVISION  OF  HEALTH  SERVICES 
Personnel 

Medical  Officer  of  Health  : 

Other  Appointments  held  : 


Chief  Public  Health 
Inspector  : 

Additional  Public  Health 
Inspector  : 

Hospital  Facilities 

For  general  cases  the  main  hospitals  used  are  the  Preston 
Royal  Infirmary  of  the  Preston  and  Chorley  Hospital  Manage- 
ment Committee,  and  the  Blackpool  Victoria,  Wesham  Park, 
and  Lytham  St.  Annes  Hospitals  of  the  Blackpool  and  Fylde 
Hospital  Management  Committee.  Infectious  diseases  are 
admitted  to  the  Devonshire  Road  Hospital,  Blackpool, 
excepting  in  the  case  of  Tuberculosis  and  Smallpox.  Main 
provision  for  cases  of  Tuberculosis  is  at  Elswick  Sanatorium. 
Accommodation  for  Smallpox  is  provided  by  the  Manchester 
Regional  Hospital  Board  at  the  Ainsworth  Smallpox  Hospital, 
near  Bury. 

Ambulance  Facilities 

The  Ambulance  Service  is  administered  by  the  Lancashire 
County  Council.  Ambulance  Stations  in  No.  3 Health  Divi- 
sion of  the  Lancashire  County  are  located  at  Wesham,  St. 
Annes,  Thornton  and  Fleetwood.  The  service  is  now  a part  of 
Radio-control  Area  No.  3 of  the  County  Ambulance  Service 
and  controlled  from  Broughton  House,  near  Preston. 

Laboratory  Facilities 

Bacteriological  examinations  of  specimens  are  carried 
out  at  the  laboratories  of  the  Blackpool  Victoria  Hospital 
and  the  Preston  Royal  Infirmary.  The  latter  laboratory  is 
also  used  for  the  examination  of  water  and  milk  samples. 


C.  Robertson  Wilson,  m.b.,  ch.b., 

D. P.H.  (edin.). 

Medical  Officer  of  Health,  Borough 
of  Lytham  St.  Annes,  and  Urban 
Districts  of  Poulton  - le  - Fylde, 
Kirkham  and  Preesall.  Divisional 
Medical  Officer  of  Health  Division 
No.  3,  Lancashire  County  Council. 

H.  Graham,  m.a.p.h.i.,  cert.r.s.i. 
T.  B.  Berry,  m.a.p.h.i.,  cert.r.s.i. 
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Professional  Nursing  in  the  Home 

General  nursing  cases  and  confinements  are  attended 
by  District  Nurses  and  Midwives  of  the  Lancashire  County 
Council. 


Venereal  Disease  Service 

Facilities  for  treatment  of  Venereal  Disease  are  available 
at  Blackpool  Victoria  Hospital  and  Preston  Royal  Infirmary. 


MATERNITY  AND  CHILD  WELFARE  AND  OTHER 
CLINICS.  FYLDE  AREA  OF  LANCASHIRE 
ADMINISTRATIVE  COUNTY 

Maternity  and  Child  Welfare  and  School  Medical 
Clinic 

Clinics  of  the  County  Council,  held  in  the  Rural  District, 
at  the  time  of  preparation  of  this  report,  are  as  follows  : — • 


Freckleton — Methodist  Sunday  School 

Monday  ...  p.m.  C.W.C. 

p.m.  Immunisation  (Fourth  Monday 
in  each  month). 

p.m.  Vaccination  (Fourth  Monday  in 
each  month). 


Singleton — Church  Hall. 

Monday  ...  p.m.  C.W.C.  (First  and  third  Monday 
in  each  month)’ 


Salwick — Social  Centre,  Ministry  of  Supply. 

Wednesday  ...  p.m.  C.W.C.  (First  and  third  Wed- 
nesday in  each  month). 

p.m.  Immunisation  (Third  Wednes- 
day in  each  month). 

p.m.  Vaccination  (Third  Wednesday 
in  each  month). 
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FOOD  AND  DRUGS  ACT,  1938 

Set  out  below  are  particulars  of  the  sampling  carried 
out  under  the  above  Act  in  the  Fylde  Rural  District  during 
1956  by  the  Sampling  Officers  of  the  County  Public  Health 
Department. 

Samples  of  Milk  55 

Samples  other  than  Milk  ...  31 

Total  Samples  taken  ...  ...  86 


List  of  Samples  other  than  Milk  : 


5 Whisky 
I Olive  oil 
I Soft  drink  powder 
3 Ice  cream 
I Salt 

I Almond  oil 

1 Iodine  ointment 

2 Sweets 
2 Butter 
2 Cocoa 


I Malt,  milk  and  cocoa  beverage 
I Brandy 

I Compound  syrup  of  hypophosphites 
I Compound  bismouth  lozenges 
I Fish,  canned 
I Meat  paste 
I Camphorated  oil 

1 Pears 

2 Cooking  fat 
2 Cakes 


Samples  reported  as  not  genuine  and  action  taken: 


Sample  No.  1 ype. 

Result  of  Analysis. 

Action  Taken. 

C.5161 

Milk 

Freezing  point  indi- 
cated the  presence 
of  1.8%  extraneous 
water. 

Vendor  cautioned 
and  further 
samples  obtained 

C.5328 

Milk 

5%  deficient  in  fat. 

Vendor  notified. 

C.5864 

Milk 

1.6%  deficient  in  fat. 

Vendor  notified. 

C.6347 

Milk 

1.6%  deficient  in  fat. 

Vendor  notified. 

Prevalence  of  and  Control  over.  Infectious  Diseases 

The  following  table  shows  the  numbers  of  notifiable 
diseases  other  than  Tuberculosis  notified  during  the  year 
1956 
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Notifiable  Diseases  (other  than  Tuberculosis) 

DURING  THE  YEAR  I956) 


Tuberculosis 

A Tuberculosis  service  is  provided  by  the  Regional 
Hospital  Board,  the  Lancashire  County  Council,  and  the 
District  Council.  The  Hospital  Board  is  responsible  mainly 
for  treatment,  the  County  Council  for  prevention,  caie  and 
after-care,  and  the  Sanitary  Authority  foi  prevention. 

A Tuberculosis  Health  Visitor  is  provided  by  the  Lanca- 
shire County  Council,  and  Hospital  and  Chest  Clinic  facilities 
by  the  Blackpool  and  Fylde  Hospital  Management  Com- 
mittee. 

The  incidence  of  Tuberculosis  has  been  very  low — only  3 
cases  notified,  one  pulmonary  and  2 non-pulmonary.  No 
deaths  occurred  during  the  year. 

It  is  gratifying  to  note  the  declining  toll  of  this  grave 
disease. 
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New  Cases  and  Mortality  during  1956 


AGE  PERIODS. 

NEW  CASES 

DEATHS 

Pulmonary 

Non- 

Pulmonary 

Pulmonary 

Non- 

Pulmonary 

M. 

F. 

M. 

F. 

M. 

F. 

M. 

F. 

Years 

0 — 

1 — 

2 — 

5—  

15—  

25—  

45—  

65-  

I 

2 

Totals 

I 

2 

I 

2 

... 

Yours  faithfully, 

C.  ROBERTSON  WILSON, 

Medical  Officer  of  Health. 
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Fylde  Rural  District  Council 


Health  Department, 
Council  Offices, 
Wesham. 

To  the  Chairman  and  Members  of  the 
Fylde  Rural  District  Council. 


Gentlemen, 

I have  much  pleasure  in  submitting  to  you  my  Eleventh 
Annual  Report  upon  the  work  of  the  Health  Department,  the 
report  being  for  the  year  ended  31st  December,  1956. 

The  year  1956  was  notable  for  the  coming  into  operation 
of  the  Food  and  Drugs  Act,  1955,  and  the  Food  Hygiene 
Regulations  1955,  and  for  the  passing  by  Parliament  of  the 
Clean  Air  Act,  1956.  During  the  year  also,  recognition  was 
given  at  last  to  the  modern  conception  of  inspectors  of  public 
health  departments  where  their  designation  or  name  was 
changed  from  Sanitary  Inspector  to  Public  Health  Inspector. 

The  main  emphasis  in  1956  was  placed  upon  the  imple- 
mentation of  the  requirements  of  the  new  food  regulations 
referred  to,  and  it  is  to  the  great  credit  of  all  those  engaged  in 
the  food  trades  in  the  Fylde  Rural  District  that  co-operation 
and  compliance  was  the  keynote  rather  than  obstruction  and 
opposition.  The  Council  has  not  found  it  necessary  to  take 
legal  action  in  any  instance  and  yet  another  example  has  been 
afforded  to  illustrate  the  new  relationship  of  Public  health 
Inspectors  as  advisers  and  helpers  rather  than  trouble  seekers 
and  snoopers. 

Work  was  commenced  upon  the  first  clearance  area  ever 
undertaken  by  the  Council  and  at  the  end  of  the  year  confirma- 
tion or  variation  of  a Compulsory  Purchase  Order  involving 
sixteen  houses  at  Wesham  was  awaited  from  the  Ministry. 
Demolition  of  individual  unfit  houses  was  proceeded  v/ith  in 
the  normal  way. 
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The  only  change  of  staff  during  the  year  was  an  internal 
transfer  by  which  Miss  Cumpstey  moved  to  the  Housing 
Manager’s  and  Rating  Office,  and  from  which  office  Miss 
Hudson  came  to  the  Health  Department. 

The  details  for  the  year  1956  are  set  out  below,  and  the 
following  is  a summary  of  the  visits  made  during  the  year  : — • 

Inspections  (details  below)  1,391 

Re-visits  680 

Informal  notices  served 53 

Statutory  notices  served  3 

Nuisances  discovered  53 

Nuisances  abated...  30 

Inspections  and  re-visits  in  connection  with  : — 

Public  Health  Act. 

Dwelling-houses  on  complaint  165 

Drains  and  sewers  143 

Ditches  and  watercourses  40 

Infectious  diseases 144 

Keeping  of  animals  ...  ...  ...  4 

Offensive  accummulations  16 

Verminous  Premises  15 

Moveable  dwellings  ...  ...  ...  107 

Housing  Act. 

Housing  Survey 35 

Section  ii 62 

Slum  Clearance  ...  ...  ...  ...  3 

Improvement  Grants  48 

Factories  Act. 

Bakehouses...  ...  ...  28 

Others  71 

Food  and  Drugs  Act. 

Food  Premises  324 

Food  Inspection 112 

Sampling 48  , 

Milk  and  Dairies  ...  ...  ...  ...  6 

Food  Poisoning  and  Dysentry  ...  ...  50 

Brucellosis  ...  5 


Miscellaneous 


Shops  Acts 

264 

Refuse  Collection  and  Disposal  . . . 

178 

Miscellaneous  

...  • 82 

Pests  Act,  1949 ' 

266 

Slaughterhouses  and  Food  Inspection 

There  are  three  slaughterhouses  licensed  in  the  area  but 
only  one  is  in  use.  All  animals  slaughtered  for  human  con- 
sumption were  inspected  and  details  of  meat  and  other 
foodstuffs  condemned  during  the  year  are  given  below.  The 
number  of  slaughtermen  licensed  at  the  end  of  the  year  was 
24.  The  number  of  visits  made  in  connection  with  food 
inspection  was  112. 


Meat  Inspection  : Carcases  inspected  and  condemnations 


Cattle 

exclud. 

cows 

Cows 

Calves 

Sheep 

and 

Lambs 

Pigs 

Horses 

Number  killed  (if  known) 

97 

I 

414 

36 

Number  inspected  

97 

I 

414 

36 

.... 

All  diseases  except  Tuberculosis 
and  Cysticerci — 

Whole  carcases  condemned 

I 

Carcases  of  which  some  part 
or  organ  was  condemned.... 

13 

.3 

— 

Percentage  of  the  number 
inspected  affected  with 
disease  other  than  Tuber- 
culosis and  Cysticerci 

13-4 

1.2 

2.7 

Tuberculosis  only — 

Whole  carcases  condemned 

_ 

Carcases  of  which  some  part 
or  organ  was  condemned.... 

7 

— 

... 

Percentage  of  the  number 
inspected  affected  with 
Tuberculosis  

7.2 

... 

Cysticerosis — 

Carcases  of  which  some  part 
or  organ  was  condemned.... 

3 

Carcases  submitted  to  treat- 
ment by  refrigeration  .... 

.... 

— 

... 

Generalised  and  totally  con- 
demned   

- 

15 


d condemned  : 

lbs. 

ozs. 

Bovine  Carcase  Meat 

5 

0 

Bovine  lungs 

...  28 

0 

Bovine  heads 

...  206 

0 

Bovine  hearts ... 

3 

0 

Bovine  livers 

...  166 

0 

Sheep  livers 

...  10 

0 

Pigs  (whole  carcases  and  olfals) 

...  70 

0 

Canned  Foods  

Total  Weight  : 5 cwts. 

•••  53 

18  lbs. 

0 

Nine  bakehouses  operate  within  the  district.  No  formal 
action  was  necessary  in  connection  with  any  of  them  and 
defects  found  were  remedied  after  interviews  with  the  owners 
concerned.  Three  hundred  and  twenty- four  visits  were  made 
to  food  premises  of  all  kinds  and  again  no  formal  action  was 
found  necessary. 

Sixty-two  premises  are  registered  for  the  sale  of  ice- 
cream. Of  these  56  sell  pre-wrapped  ice-cream,  and  6 sell 
loose  ice-cream.  Four  premises  are  registered  for  the  manu- 
facture of  ice-cream,  all  of  whom  use  the  hot-mix  method  of 
production. 

Twenty-seven  samples  of  ice-cream  were  submitted  for 
examination  and  eight  proved  unsatisfactory  to  the  tests 
carried  out  ; the  results  were  followed  up  and  all  subsequent 
samples  were  satisfactory. 

The  number  of  food  premises,  by  type  of  business,  in  the 
district  at  the  end  of  the  year  is  shown  in  the  following  table: — 

Type  of  Business  No. 

General  grocers  and  provision  dealers  ...  35 

Greengrocers  and  fruiterers  (inch  those 
selling  wet  fish,  game,  etc.)  ...  ...  17 

Fishmongers  (inch  those  selling  poultry, 
game,  etc.)  ...  ...  ...  ...  2 

Meat  shops  (butchers,  purveyors  of  cooked 
and  preserved  meats,  tripe,  etc.)  ...  8 


lb 

Type  of  Business  No. 

Bakers  and/or  confectioners  ...  ...  8 

Fried  fish  shops  5 

Shops  selhng  mainly  sugar  confectionery, 
minerals,  ice-cream,  etc 18 

Licensed  premises,  clubs,  canteens,  res- 
taurants, cafes,  snack  bars  and  similar 
catering  establishments 24 

Others  48 

Ice-cream  62 

Cooked  Meats 6 


Factories 

There  were  57  factories  on  the  register  at  31st  December, 
1956,  an  increase  of  three  on  last  year.  Ninety-nine  visits 
were  made  and  eight  cases  were  found  where  sanitary  accom- 
modation was  unsatisfactory.  Informal  notices  were  served 
and  seven  had  been  complied  with  at  the  end  of  the  year. 
No  formal  action  was  necessary.  Apart  from  the  Atomic 
Research  Plant  at  Sal  wick,  the  English  Electric  Eactory  at 
Warton  and  the  cotton  mill  at  Freckleton,  all  the  factories  are 
of  the  small  owner-occupied  type. 


Sanitary  Accommodation 

The  number  and  various  types  of  sanitary  accommodation 
are  set  out  in  the  table  below. 


No.  of  middens 

1955 

81 

1956 

80 

No.  of  pail  closets 

414 

412 

No.  of  fresh  water  closets 

...  3,140 

3,254 

No.  of  waste  water  closets 

— 

— 

No.  of  dry  ashpits 

120 

118 

No.  of  moveable  ashbins 

...  3,353 

3,547 

17 


Moveable  Dwellings 

The  continued  popularity  of  caravan  holidays  and  the 
known  advantages  of  the  Fylde  as  a holiday  centre  again 
occupied  the  staff  of  this  and  other  departments  to  a con- 
siderable degree.  There  are  27  licensed  sites  in  the  area  for  a 
total  of  1,305  moveable  dwellings — an  increase  of  93  over 
last  year.  In  addition  there  are  21  individual  licensed  caravans. 
It  is  estimated  that  the  peak  summer  population  of  caravan 
sites  is  in  the  region  of  3,500  persons. 

The  standard  of  licensed  sites  has  been  maintained,  and 
owners  are  now  ready  at  all  times  to  co-operate  with  the 
department  in  securing  improvements  and  added  amenities 
to  their  sites.  One  hundred  and  seventy  visits  were  made  to 
caravan  sites.  Legal  proceedings  were  not  necessary. 

More  than  ever  the  ponderous  time  wasting  legislation 
governing  moveable  dwellings  both  under  planning  and  Public 
Health  was  demonstrated  during  the  year.  One  is  led  to 
wonder  whether  what  small  results  are  achieved  are  worth  all 
the  mental  and  physical  efforts  required  to  obtain  them. 
The  successful  removal  of  one  unauthorised  caravan  is  fast 
becoming  a major  administrative  victory.  It  is  not  expected 
that  caravans  will  be  found  to  any  degree  in  industrial  areas 
and  it  is  perhaps  to  be  accepted  that  the  more  salubrious  and 
healthy  areas  such  as  the  Fylde  must  continue  to  have  a 
caravan  problem  to  deal  with  as  best  the  law  allows.  Un- 
doubtedly it  must  be  said  that  more  and  more  people  each 
year  are  turning  to  caravanning  for  carefree  open  air  holidays 
where  children  have  more  freedom  and  the  time  of  day  is  not 
important. 


Refuse  Disposal  and  Salvage 

The  Council  continue  to  undertake  the  collection  of 
refuse  from  the  whole  of  the  district.  A once  weekly  collection 
is  made  at  the  R.A.F.  establishments  at  Freckleton,  Warton 
and  Weeton  in  lieu  of  rates  paid,  and  contracts  were  renewed 
for  the  carrying  out  of  additional  collections.  The  new  12  cu. 
yd.  refuse  wagon  was  received  in  April  and  a 7 cu.  yd.  vehicle 
was  disposed  of.  Additional  collections,  for  which  charges 
were  fixed,  were  made  from  certain  large  caravan  sites  during 
the  summer  months.  A problem  becoming  more  and  more 
acute  is  that  of  finding  suitable  tipping  space  for  the  disposal 
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of  refuse.  For  some  years  now  it  has  been  a matter  of  jumping 
about  the  district  from  pit  to  pond  and  pond  to  pit,  but  the 
supply  of  these  is  fast  running  out  and  a more  permanent 
tipping  site  will  have  to  be  found. 

The  present  establishment  consists  of  two  10-12  cu.  yd 
Karriers  and  two  7 cu.  yd.  Karriers.  The  smaller  vehicles  are 
employed  on  the  R.A.F.  Camps.  One  7 cu.  yd.  Karrier  is  held 
in  reserve  for  special  collections,  breakdowns  and  other  emerg- 
encies. 20  men  are  employed  upon  refuse  collection.  One 
man  is  engaged  as  salvage  operator,  and  one  man  as  refuse 
tip  attendant.  Day  to  day  supervision  is  exercised  by  a 
foreman  under  the  general  direction  of  the  Chief  Public  Health 
Inspector. 

Waste  paper  continued  to  be  sold  to  the  Thames  Board 
Mills,  and  a quota  system  was  introduced  by  the  mills  to 
balance  their  stocks  and  regulate  the  flow  of  materials  as  far 
as  possible. 

The  weight  of  salvage  and  its  cash  value  was  as  follows: — 

Material  Tons  Cwts.  Qrs.  £ s.  d. 

Waste  Paper  ...  99  4 2 844  16  7 

Baled  Tins  ...  i 19  o 3 18  o 

loi  3 2 848  14  7 


This  represents  an  increase  in  paper  collection  of  7 tons, 
and  an  increased  income  from  waste  paper  of  £170  i8s.  iid. 

Water  Supply 

The  number  of  houses  on  a mains  supply  of  water  is 
3,847  ; the  number  of  new  connections  during  1956  being  184. 
The  water  undertakers  are  the  Fylde  Water  Board  with 
offices  in  Blackpool.  There  were  no  complaints  with  regard 
to  the  quality  of  the  water,  but  complaints  were  received  as 
to  the  quantity  of  water  available  in  the  Staining  area  during 
the  summer  months  when  all  the  holiday  camps  were  operating 
at  full  stretch.  There  were  no  extensions  of  water  mains 
during  the  year.  Twenty-three  houses  with  a population  of 
approximately  70  persons  are  without  a mains  supply  of  water 
and  rely  upon  private  wells.  These  houses  are  scattered  and 
isolated  and  beyond  reasonable  distance  from  the  nearest 
available  water  mains. 


Rodent  Control 


The  duties  of  part-time  Rodent  Operator  are  carried  out 
by  the  general  foreman  of  the  Health  Department.  Isolated 
reports  of  rat  or  mice  infestations  were  received  and  dealt 
with  ; the  only  major  infestation  of  the  year  occurred  at  one 
of  the  Council’s  refuse  tips.  The  majority  of  the  agricultural 
properties  have  servicing  contracts  with  the  Lancashire 
Agricultural  Executive  Committee,  whose  staff  provides  a 
most  efficient  service,  and  with  whom  close  co-operation 
exists  with  this  department.  The  Council  sewers  were  test- 
baited  and  no  takes  were  recorded.  Treatments  were  carried 
out  at  13  dwelling-houses,  17  business  premises,,  and  8 local 
authority  properties.  The  service  to  dwelling-houses  is  given 
without  charge,  and  business  premises  are  charged  on  a time 
and  material  basis. 

It  is  estimated  that  there  are  some  4,643  properties  in  the 
area  being  comprised  of  18  Local  Authority  properties,  3,870 
private  dwellings,  251  agricultural  houses  and  farms  ; and  522 
business  premises.  61  inspections  were  made  of  local  authority 
properties;  86  of  dwelling-houses;  and  97  business  premises 
and  22  to  Agricultural  properties. 


Housing 

Statistics 

Number  of  houses  erected  during  the  year  ...  ...  loi 

(i)  By  the  Local  Authority  ...  ...  ...  59 

(ii)  By  other  bodies  or  persons  ...  ...  ...  42 

I.  Inspection  of  dwelling-houses  during  the  year  : — 

(1)  (a)  Total  No.  of  dwelling-houses  inspected 

formally  or  informally  for  housing  defects 
(under  Public  Health  or  Housing  Acts)  108 

(b)  No.  of  inspections,  formal  or  informal,  made 

for  the  purpose  ...  ...  ...  ...  200 

(2)  Dwelling-houses  unfit  for  human  habitation  and 
not  capable  at  reasonable  expense  of  being 
rendered  fit  : — 

(a)  No.  found  during  year  ...  ...  ...  Nij 

(b)  No.  (or  estimated  No.)  at  end  of  year  ...  196 
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(3)  No.  of  dwelling-houses  found  during  the  year  to 
be  not  in  all  respects  reasonably  fit  for  human 
habitation  but  capable  of  being  rendered  fit  . . . 22 


2.  Clearance  Areas  (Housing  Act,  1936,  and  Housing 

Repairs  and  Rents  Act,  1954  : — 

(1)  No.  of  dwelling-houses  demolished  during  year  : — 

(a)  Unfit  houses  ...  ...  ...  ...  ...  Nil 

(b)  Other  houses Nil 

(2)  No.  of  persons  displaced Nil 

3.  Houses  not  included  in  Clearance  Areas  : — 

No.  of 
No.  of  Persons 
Houses  Displaced 

(i ) Houses  demolished  or  closed  during 
year 

(a)  Housing  Act,  1936 — 

(i)  Demolished  as  a result  of 
formal  or  informal  pro- 
cedure (Section  ii) 

(ii)  Closed  in  pursuance  of  an 
undertaking  given  by 
owners  under  Section  ii 
and  still  in  force 

(hi)  Parts  of  building  closed 
(Section  12)  

(b)  Housing  Act,  1949 — 

(i)  Closed  as  a result  of  clos- 
ing orders  under  Sections 
3(1)  and  3(2)  

(c)  Local  Government  (Miscel- 
laneous Provisions)  Act, 

1953— 

(i)  Closed  as  a result  of  clos- 
ing orders  under  Sections 
10(1)  and  11(2) 


2 10 

I 4 

Nil  Nil 

Nil  Nil 
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No.  of 
Houses 

(2)  Repairs  during  the  year  : — 

(a)  Unfit  houses  rendered  fit  and  houses  in 

which  defects  were  remedied  during  the 
period  as  a result  of  informal  action  by  the 
local  authority  under  the  Housing  or  Public 
Health  Acts 16 

(b)  Public  Health  Acts. — Action  after  service 
of  formal  notice. — Houses  in  which  defects 
were  remedied — 

(i)  By  owners  3 

(ii)  By  local  authority  in  default  of  owners  Nil 

(c)  Housing  Act,  1936. — Action  after  service  of 
formal  notice  (Sections  9,  10,  ii  and  16). 

Houses  made  fit — 

(i)  By  owners  ...  ...  ...  ...  Nil 

(ii)  By  local  authority  in  default  of  owners  Nil 

(d)  Housing  Repair  and  Rents  Act,  1954 — 

Houses  reconstructed,  enlarged  or  improved 
and  Demolition  Orders  revoked  (Sec.  5) . . . Nil 

4.  Unfit  houses  in  temporary  use  (Housing  Repairs  and 
Rents  Act,  1954)  : — 

(1)  No.  of  houses  at  end  of  year  retained  for  tem- 

porary accommodation  and  approved  for  grant 
under  Section  7 Nil 

(2)  No.  of  separate  dwellings  contained  in  (i)  above  Nil 

(3)  No.  of  houses  at  end  of  year  licensed  for  tem- 
porary occupation  (Section  6)  ...  Nil 
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5.  Housing  Act,  1949. — Improvement  grants,  etc.  : — 


Private  Bodies  or 
Individuals 

Local  Authority 

Action  during  year  : 

No.  of 
schemes 

No.  of  dwelling 
houses  or  other 
buildings 
affected 

No.  of 
schemes 

No.  of  dwelling- 
houses  or  other 
buildings 
affected 

(a)  Submitted  by 

private  individuals 
to  local  authority 

25 

29 

(b)  Submitted  by 
local  authority  to 
Ministry 

(c)  Finally  approved 
by  Ministry 

(d)  Work  completed 

24 

27 

(e)  Additional  separ- 
ate dwellings  in- 
cluded in  (d)  above 

I 

(f)  Any  other  action  taken  under  that  Act  Ni 


I should  like  to  express  my  thanks  to  Mr.  Berry,  the  Ad- 
ditional Public  Health  Inspector,  and  to  Miss  Hudson  for 
their  willing  and  efficient  help  at  all  times,  and  to  all  the  staff 
of  other  departments  for  their  co-operation. 


Your  obedient  Servant, 


H.  GRAHAM,  m.a.p.h.i.,  c.r.s.i.. 
Chief  Public  Health  Inspector, 


